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This style of composition has been around for a long time, but has become much more frequently used in the
westem world in the 20" century. Minimalism is basically repeating a pattern {or patterns} of music over and
aver whilst subtly changing it as you repeat. The end resuit is a piece of music gradually changing so the feel
stays the same but the listener doesn’t get bored. Examples of Minimalism can be found in the music of Bali,
Africa, 20" century Minimalist composers and more recently Dance music.

Here are 4 repeating layers of a famous piece that uses Minimalist techniques:-
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TASK
1. Learn to play each layer
2.

As a group of 4, choose appropriate sounds for sach part and put the 4 layers together {the melody and
harmony parts need to repeat 4 times for each repeat of the chords and bassline)

2. Make your own arrangement of the piece deciding when each part should start

g, Once all the parts are playing, smalt changes can be made to each part gradually as the piece progresses

Don't feel you have 1o play your part all the time - parts dropping out for a while can have as big an
impact as when joining in
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